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The Harry Potter Books Were Just The Beginning of the Story...During the brief span of just one
decade, hundreds of millions of perfectly ordinary people made history: they became the only
ones who would remember what it was like when the Harry Potter saga was still unfinished.
What it was like to seek out friends, families, online forums, fan fiction, and podcasts to get a fix
between novels. When the potential death of a character was a hotter bet than the World Series.
When the unfolding story of a boy wizard changed the way books are read for all time.And as
webmistress of the Leaky Cauldron, one of the most popular Harry Potter sites on the Internet,
Melissa Anelli had a front row seat to it all. Whether it was helping Scholastic stop leaks and
track down counterfeiters, hosting live PotterCasts at bookstores across the country, touring with
the wizard rock band Harry and the Potters, or traveling to Edinburgh to interview J. K. Rowling
personally, Melissa was at the center of the Harry Potter tornado, and nothing about her life
would ever be the same.The Harry Potter books are a triumph of the imagination that did far
more than break sales records for all time. They restored the world's sense of wonder and took
on a magical life of their own. Now the series has ended, but the story is not over. With
remembrances from J. K. Rowling's editors, agents, publicists, fans, and Rowling herself,
Melissa Anelli takes us on a personal journey through every aspect of the Harry Potter
phenomenon -- from his very first spell to his lasting impact on the way we live and dream.

From Publishers WeeklyWith infectious, at times frenetic, excitement, Anelli presents two
narratives in this hip report on how a boy wizard became a rock star. The first is a love letter to
the fans of J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter: a smart, creative, multinational, generation-spanning and
technology-driven community. In the second, Anelli gives readers an exhaustive, if often
jumbled, time line of Harry Potter's popularity. Appropriately for the webmistress of the Leaky
Cauldron Web site, the author pays attention to the power of the Internet and its symbiotic
relationship with fan communities, known as fandoms. Anelli attributes the evolution of fandoms
principally to Harry Potter—an error that ignores other fandom phenomena like Star Trek or The
X-Files. As she details her work with the Leaky Cauldron, readers get a view into the publishing
world and the impressive tale of Harry Potter's ascension. Anelli also shares sweet scenes of
meeting Rowling and the actors who portray the characters in the films. Fans will recognize
themselves in these pages, and the curious might finally understand their friends. (Nov.
4)Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.From BooklistThe words Harry Potter conjure up not only images of a successful
seven-book series about a boy wizard but also the epic economic and cultural phenomenon it
inspired. Author Anelli was front and center for much of this evolution and, as webmistress of the
popular fan site the Leaky Cauldron, may even have contributed to it. Her painstakingly detailed



account of the phenomenon’s many aspects—fan sites, fan fiction, movies, promotional tours,
podcasts, rock bands, and more—will be of interest primarily to hardcore devotees (and
possibly, someday, to cultural anthropologists). Meanwhile, admirers of the books themselves
will find less of interest here but will still enjoy the insider’s glimpses Anelli offers of Harry’s
creator, J. K. Rowling, and of the series’ publishing history, though there is little analysis of how
the books changed people’s attitudes toward reading and children’s literature. Although she’s
not a particularly graceful writer, Anelli is a true believer, and her passionate devotion to all
things Harry is often endearing and undeniably infectious. --Michael CartAbout the
AuthorMelissa Anelli has been reporting on the Harry Potter phenomenon since 2001. As the
webmistress of the Leaky Cauldron (www.leakynews.com), she has written and spoken for
Harry Potter fans in media outlets worldwide. She graduated from Georgetown University in
2001 and spent several years as a daily news reporter and features writer in New York City. She
currently lives in Brooklyn with her ferocious cat, Moochka. For more visit
www.harryahistory.com.Read more
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George Wilson, “Your ESSENTIAL ringside seat to the Harry Potter phenomenon written by an
insider, Melissa Anelli.. Though there have been many dozens of books attempting to chronicle
the particulars of Harry Potter fandom in all its dimensions -- the fan fiction, the Wizard Rock, the
websites, the conventions, et al. -- all have fallen short because of the inherent difficulty in
condensing its breadth and scope to manageable size; but this one admirably compacts ten,
detailed years of Harry Potter history in its 356 pages, and covers the subject thoroughly.It's a
given that, if you know of Melissa's Leaky Cauldron website, you'll find this book to be an
extension of the website, and delightfully so; but the real surprise for me was that it not only is for
the die-hard fans but the rest of the world who are wondering, "What's all the excitement about?"
This book answers that question.In its pages, Melissa Anelli thoroughly covers Harry Potter
fandom in a way that could only be done by an insider, by someone who has had access to
virtually everyone of note in the Harry Potter community, fan and pro, and also what she calls
"Team Potter" -- Rowling's publishers, agents, lawyers -- the professional team who rarely give
access or interviews to their inner workings, and, most significantly, Rowling herself, a "first" for
any book written about her. That "Team Potter" allowed Melissa access speaks volumes about
their professional respect for her, which is why The Leaky Cauldron (a reference to a beloved inn
and favorite watering hole in Rowling's wizarding world) is considered the best, most reliable
source of news in Harry Potter fandom. (This year, especially, has been trying and divisive for
fans, because of the trial between RDR Books and Rowling. During that regrettable and sordid
episode, it was The Leaky Cauldron that was the voice of reason.)In reading Melissa's first-hand
account of what's happened in Harry Potter fandom and the book/movie worlds drawn from the
seven Harry Potter novels, it's as if you're right there with her, being caught up in all the
excitement: from public events to behind-the-scenes closed-door sessions, Melissa shares it all;
and with its sense of immediacy, I found reading this book to be an intimate reading experience.
The writing tone is in keeping with the infectious enthusiasm that characterizes most of Harry
Potter fandom, and why fans are still, more than ever, pumped up about a boy named Harry.
(And Severus Snape. And Professor Dumbledore. And the rest of the colorful characters in the
wizarding world.)A journalist with real-world credentials (she was a reporter for a New York
newspaper), Melissa properly starts, and ends, the book with a discussion about the last Harry
Potter novel, HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS. In coming full circle, there's a
sense of closure, of course, and rightly so; but as 2008 has shown, Rowling has not retired, so
there's more, much more, that is grist for the mill for a future edition: the publication of BEEDLE
THE BARD, for one, and its eye-popping, record-setting price realized at auction for one of
seven hand-written copies; and, of course, the Rowling/Warner Bros. vs. RDR Books trial, which
was the subject of some of the looniest mainstream reportage I've ever read. (Like many others, I
relied on The Leaky Cauldron for fair and balanced coverage. And it ain't over yet: RDR Books
has filed an appeal.)A bonus: There's also an eight-page photo insert (black-and-white photos),



with some fascinating pictures: candid shots at Harry Potter fan events, photos of Rowling, and
some photos of the author with some guy named Daniel Radcliffe, and Rowling herself + her PI
(personal assistant), Fiddy Henderson.At $16, the retail price, the book is a good buy, but at the
discounted price on Amazon, it's a GREAT buy, and deserves a place in the library of anyone
who has enjoyed the Harry Potter novels and wants a book that accurately puts the Harry Potter
phenomenon in context.Bottom line: This book is WELL worth your time and money, especially if
you are too young to have been there when all of this went down, or if you're new to the Harry
Potter world and want to know what all the fuss is about.”

Tardisman, “Not what you expect from the title, but pleasantly uplifting. A majority of the reviews
of this book are harsh, scathing, and a bit unfair. I agree; if you pick up this book expecting to
read about an in-depth analysis of the who, what, when, where, and why of the Harry Potter
phenomenon, you may be sadly disappointed. This book really should be labeled as more of an
autobiography of a religiously dedicated Harry Potter fan, and how it affected her life as she
explored the culture surrounding the phenomenon.I have read through this book four times, and
each time I have found different moments to connect or sympathize with. As a post grad, this
book serves as one person's story of how they took their passion and channelled it into
something that they could use to support their life.Now there is definitely some interesting
content on how Harry Potter became the juggernaut that he is today, including the story of how
Rowling became a published author, how the Internet enabled fans to connect like never before,
and many other such tidbits. I agree with those who say that the ratio of Melissa/Harry content is
a bit skewed for a book titled "Harry, A History." I truly think that if the title were a little less
misleading as to the content, this novel would be getting much stronger reviews.In the end, no:
this book is not so much about Harry Potter and how he grew to fame in our world so much as it
is Melissa's realizing who she is with the help of Harry. But that does not mean that you should
not read this book. On the contrary, reading this book has shown me just how much the series
means to so many people who have shared a similar experience with Melissa. It has given me
the courage to go forth into the world and accomplish what I want. So while you may be
disappointed with the lack of Harry-centric content in this book, you may be pleasantly surprised
with the story of Melissa's life during the rise of Harry Potter.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Surprisingly interesting. I really enjoyed "Harry, a History"!The author's
the webmistress of the Harry Potter fansite, the Leaky Cauldron; and while I'm a pretty big Harry
Potter fan myself, I hadn't really dabbled much in fansites and other serious Potter fandom,
feeling a bit of a fraud by comparison with the really keen fans. However, the reviews I'd read
sounded promising, so I gave it a go.Once I started reading, I was hooked - the author's love of
Potter poured out from the pages, and re-sparked my own love for it. I liked her style too, clear,
journalistic, and well-phrased. And I was fascinated by the story of the rise of the Potter
phenomenon, particularly in the U.S. - I never realised just how popular it was there, as well as



here. Lots of interesting facts and characters - the tour with the band Harry and the Potters
springs to mind - look them up on YouTube if you dare!Reading this book, it would probably help
if you were a Potter fan; but I reckon even a non-fan would be seduced by this passionate and
sunny book!”

Jennifer, “Perfect for HP fans.. I've read my fair share of books about Harry Potter in an attempt
to get my fix now that no more books are being released, but most of them have just told the
same story of how JK got published and how HP for popular which gets boring fast. I started
reading this on a lazy Sunday morning and had it half-finished by the end of the day. The way
Melissa Anelli tells the story is so interesting and personal, and I LOVELOVELOVE that it
focuses heavily on the fans and the fanbase. Highly recommended for any HP fan :)”

Hunter, “Popular Book. Book”

Damaskcat, “The Harry Potter experience. This is a history of the Harry Potter phenomenon from
the point of view of a fan. Melissa Anelli - a young journalist - enjoyed reading the early Potter
books and found herself becoming more involved in the fan website The Leaky Cauldron.
Through sheer persistence she got the site recognised as a proper media source and so she
was invited to Potter events in America. By that time Harry had taken over her life. This is a very
personal history of the rise and rise of the popularity of the boy wizard and how he took over her
life. Twice she made the journey to the UK to interview the author and her enthusiasm for the
books shines through her own book. There is also a chapter on those people who tried to get
the books banned in American schools because, they said, they encouraged children to try
witchcraft and the occult. This is a fascinating book even if you are not wholly familiar with the
books themselves. It can be read as the history of a global phenomenon the like of which had
never been seen before.  I found it fascinating.”

Rebecca Stein, “Harry: A History review. The book is simply brilliant. Full of inomation that
everyone that calls themselves a "Potterhead" needs to know.”

The book by Melissa Anelli has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 197 people have provided feedback.
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